
A BRIEF HISTORY OF RIPON 
 

Ripon was built on the northern edge of one of the 

largest stretches of open prairie in Wisconsin.  
 

The first white settlement within the present city 

limits was a small utopian community known as 

Ceresco, founded in 1844. 
 

One-half mile east of Ceresco, other settlers formed 

Ripon, naming it after the English cathedral city 

located in Yorkshire. It drew most of its settlers from 

New England, New York and Pennsylvania. Ceresco 

disbanded in 1851 and in the two villages combined 

two years later and incorporated as the City of Ripon 

in 1858. 
 

Like many cities in Wisconsin, Ripon grew quickly 

attracting a large German and Polish population in 

the second half of the 19
th

 century. 

 

OTHER THINGS TO DO while in Ripon  
 

Visit the Little White Schoolhouse, 
Birthplace of the Republican Party 

 

Shop our many distinctive establishments on 
the east & west sides and in Ripon’s Historic 
Downtown district. Don’t miss the bargains at 
the Rippin’ Good Cookies Outlet  
 

Tour the Ripon College campus 
 

Hike or Bike one of Ripon’s many trails 
 

Enjoy Downtown Ripon at Friday Night 
Concerts June through August & the Farmers 
Market on Tuesday evenings & Saturday 
mornings June through October, both on the 
Village Green 
 

Have fun at Cedar Ridge Stable & Lodge, 
Larson’s Famous Clydesdales Show, Prellwitz 
Produce, and the historic Campus Cinema 
 

 

 

Please contact the Ripon Area 
Chamber of Commerce for more 

information about these and 
other attractions in Ripon! 

 

(920) 748-6764 

www.ripon-wi.com 

chamber@ripon-wi.com 

 
 

 

 

Self-Guided 

 

 

Historic 

Walking Tour 

 

Part B 
Approximate Walking Time 

60 Minutes 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prepared by the  

Ripon Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

WELCOME TO HISTORIC RIPON! 
 

This self-guided walking tour will show you 

many of Ripon’s historic sites. Feel free to 

wander from the path we outline.  Take your time 

and enjoy the beauty of this historic city. 
 

To enjoy Ripon’s architecture to its fullest, don’t 

forget to look up! Some of the most beautiful and 

well-preserved details on many homes and 

buildings are along the roofs or tops of porches.  

Some of the architectural styles you will pass 

today include: 
 

Greek Revival  (1825-1860) 

Low-pitched gabled or hipped roof emphasized 

with a wide trim band. Porches supported by 

prominent square or round columns.  Elaborate 

front doors with sidelights and transom lights. 
 

Gothic Revival  (1840-1880) 

Steeply pitched roofs with steep cross gables 

decorated with fanciful verge boards. Gothic 

windows often extending into the gables with no 

visual break. One story porches. 
 

Italianate  (1840-1885) 

Two or three stories. Low pitched roof with wide 

overhanging eaves supported by decorative 

brackets. Tall narrow windows, commonly 

arched or curved on top with elaborate crowns.  

May have a cupola or tower. 
 

Queen Anne  (1880-1910) 

Steeply pitched roof of irregular shape, usually 

with dominant front facing gable. Patterned 

shingles, cutaway bay windows and other 

buildings components designed to prevent a 

smooth surface. Partial or full-width 

asymmetrical porch with delicate turned spindle 

work. 
 

Neoclassical  (1895-1950) 

Façade dominated by a full-height porch with a 

roof supported by classical columns typically 

with Ionic or Corinthian capitals. Symmetrically 

balanced windows with center door. 

 

Map for Tour B 
 

Follow Arrows  

http://www.ripon-wi.com/

